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Just imagine your friends shock 
when they. walk into your room ang TALL 
See the “Monster” reaching out— 
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original man-made monster tat In Authentic Colors With 
creation of evil_genjus. that ‘terror- i 
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his eyes "glow eerily as. his hand 
aches out—as aweful and sinister § 00 
asthe wildest nightmare. Yes— 
Frankenstein is 7 "feet tall, in au- ONLY 
thentic colors on conte polbetie. 
lene, and so lifelike you'll probably 
find’ yourself talking to him, Won't TEN DAY FREE TRIAL 
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even in the p dark for a specia 
thrilling chil House deo 
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Bones white, his eyes staring —even aac isaw $1. p1uk Bez ton destacc : 
$1 pl for postage and handling for 
jowing in the dark, If don't get shivers of delight, | can return my 
loney Back Guarantee, ase within 10 days and you will ind the full 
Just send $1.00 plus 25c to cover ase price 
postage and handling for each mons 
ter you want. Your money back If not NAME 
satisfactorily horrified aehnees 
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ans 3-D STEREO crcr 
Makes People Loot $4 Full snd Real, Yow't 
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could reach oul 12 touch tod Yee! them Gee 
 Aesitionat pases 
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principle really works. Imagine 
fe "X-Ray" Specs and hold you! 
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look right through the flesh and see the bones 
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CONTINUED ITS 
RELENTLESS. 
COURSE INTO 
THE GRINNING 
JAWS OF DEATH | 
THERE WAS NO 
TURNING BACK w, 
AND THEN THE 
TONGUES OF 
FLAME LASHED 
OUT TO ENGULF 
THE CRAFT... 


WHAT WAS THE 
THOUGHT OF EACH 
MAN AS HE FACED 
AIS HORRIBLE 

ND 7 


Bu THE YEAR 2253 A SPACESHIP OF THE GALACTIC ” 
FLEET WAS HURTLING THROUGH THE COSMOS TO 

INVESTIGATE A REPORT THAT ONE OF THE.STARS 
Ww 


OMMANDER BEN WOODRUFF, THE LEADER 
OF THE EXPEDITION, WAS DISLIKED BY 


DROVE HIM 
ONWARD IN THE SEARCH FOR HAPPINESS, 


OH WENDRA, MY WIFE... I TRIED SO HARD. 
BUT YOU WERE NEVER ABLE TO 
UNDERSTAND... / —o 
le 


- 
Az THE SHIP PRONED ON, WOODRUFF BUT J NEED | /T DON'T KNOW, IT DOESN'T \ WENDRA, I 
RECALLED THAT FATEFUL NIGHT WHEN YOU, BEN / WENDRA ... EXIST.’ AREN'T ) LOVE YOU 
HE BADE FAREWELL TO WENDRA... OH, DARLING, ® PERHAPS A YoU SATISFIED) MORE THAN 
EVER SINCE T_ J PLACE WHERE )\ HERE WITH LIFE ITSELF! 
KNEW You , A MAN'S SOUL 2 
You've BEEN CAN FIND 
PISCONTENTED #f TRANQUILITY 
ANO RESTLESS! IS SOME- 
WHY DO You @ WHERE OUT ‘| 
CONTINUALLY THERE, AMONG , BE FILLED 
GO BACK INTO THE STARS! : ' WITH 
DEEP SPACE? HAPPINESS! 


BEN... YOU'RE SHIPPING 
OuT/?/ HOW CAN You 
LEAVE ME AT A TIME 
LIKE THIS 7 THE BABY 
WILL ARRIVE IN A FEW 
WEEKS / OH, BEN, 
I NEED You SO 


LM SORRY, 
WENDRA, 
I'NE GOT 
» TO GO! 


IE DID EMBARK UPON HIS 
MISSION THAT DAY TO ONE 
OF THOSE REMOTE STARS. 
BUT THE RESULT OF THAT 
FLIGHT WAS NEARLY 
CATASTROPHIC ,.. 


URING THE BATTLE, ONE OF THE REAR ROCKET 
WAS BLASTED OUT BY ENEMY FIRE - 


ALIEN SPACESHIPS 
APPROACHING, COMMANDER 
WOODRUFF / 


MAN YOUR 
BATTLE STATIONS! 
PREPARE TO 
OPEN FIRE! 


Coumanoee WOODRUFF HIMSELF DONNED A SPACE SUIT AND WENT 


OUT TO REPAIR THE DAMAGE ... BUT WAS SUDDENLY ATTACKED BY A 
HORDE OF ALIEN SPACE MEN FROMTHE OTHER SHIPS. 


a 


og 
le 


SORRY To INTERRUPT 
YOU, COMMANDER, BUT 
WE’RE ENTERING 
ORION'S ORBIT... AND THE 
SHIP IS APPROACHING 
A METEOR SHOWER! 


HOW MANY TIMES 
HAVE I TOLD You 
NOT TO DISTURB 

ME WHEN I'M 
CONCENTRATING/? JON 


BUT, SiR, 
THOSE 
ROCKS ARE 

STILL 
DENTING 
our HULL! 


NOT READY FOR SPACE 
FLIGHT! THE NERVE 
OF THAT GUY / THAT 
CHEAP FARRER.’ IF HE 
ENER CAME UP AGAINST 
A REALLY DANGEROUS 
SITUATION, I BET HE'D 
TURN CH/CHEN / 


iF YOU WEREN'T A NEW 
RECRUIT, I'D PIN YOUR 
EARS BACK FOR MARKING 
A REMARW Like THAT! 
INSTEAD, I’M GOING To 
TELL YOU A FEW THIN 
ABOUT BEN WOODRUFF! 


“FIVE YEARS AGO, COMMANDER WOODRUFF HEADED UPAN EXPEDITION TO ARCTURUS. IT WAS MY FIRET 
TRIP IN SPACE, AND T MADE ALL THE MISTARES INTHE BOOK, BUT MY WORST MISTAKE WAS TO 


WANDER OFF ON MY OWN..-- 
IMAGINABLE / THREE MEN DIED ATTEMPTING TO RESCUE ME... 


HE HACKED THE THING WITH HIS SPACE AXE UNTIL IT DIED /™ 


I WAS ATTACKED BY ONE OF THE MOST HORRIBLE CREATURES 
BUT BEN WOODRUFF DIDN'T GIVE uP! 


“ANOTHER TIME, ON GANIMEDE, WE WERE FORCED TO CHOOSE A MEMBER OF OUR CREW TO FIGHT A 
DEFORMED GIANT. THE COMMANDER INSISTED ON FACING THE MONSTER ALONE/ HE WOULON'T 


LET ANY OF US RISK OUR LIVES’ 


HE DEFEATED THE GIANT Too/" 


OKAY, SO HE ISN'T CAN'T YOU SEE HE’S 
ACOWARD/ BUT EATING HIS HEART 
WHY DOES HE KEEP ]/ OUT FOR HIS WIFE 7 
RIDING US ?_ WHY HE HAS To PUT ON A 
DOESN’/T HE ACT Zag “OWT. 


- OR HE‘LL, 
HUMAN FOR A 


S, HE WAS THINKING OF HIS WIFE... HE WAS 
THINKING OF THAT EVENTFUL DAY THREE YEARS 
AGO... WHEN HE RETURNED FROM A LONG 
NOYAGE AND WAS WELCOMED BY WENDRA 
HE REALIZED HOW LONELY HE HAD BEEN DURING 


THOSE ENDLESS MONTHS IN SPACE / HE HAD 
PROMISED HIMSELF THEN AND THERE HE WOULD 


y CR! 
WEVER GO BACK! sme 


OW , BEN .., PLEASE... 
NEVER LEAVE ME 


IF 


HE HAD ALL THAT AN ORDINARY|[ DON'T GO/ I CAN'T DON'T MAWE IT 
MAN COULD DESIRE .. BUT THEN, COMMANDER |\ STAND THE THOUGHT] DIFFICULT FoR ME! 
BEN WOODRUFF WAS NO ORDINARY MAN / OF LOSING You \T WON'T BE FOR 


AGAIN LONG... AND TH/S 
TIME I'M SURE TLL 
FIND WHAT T'M 
LOOKING FOR! 


OR ONE YEAR, HE WAS HAPPY AND CONTENTED OH, BEN, PLEASE PLEASE, WENDRA, 
WITH HIS WIFE... 


BEN , \T'S HAPPENED AGAIN... HASN'T IT? 
YOU'NE GOT THE WANDERLUST ONCE 
MORE... I SEE ITIN YOUR EYES... 


2 > 
4 VFiENORA... I CAN'T EXPLAIN 
bd BUT I'VE GOT TO GO BACK 


49 JUST ONCE MORE! 


PRsFORTUNE CONTINUALLY POGGED THE PATH 


BY swiet Action, THE CREW HAD MANAGED 
OF COMMANDER WOODRUFF ... HIS SHIP WAS 


ATTACKED BY A TITANIC ENTITY FROM A DARK 
AND DISTANT WORLD / 


TO ESCAPE DISASTER THAT DAY UNDER 
COMMANDER WOODRUFF'S DIRECTION, THE 


COMMANDER / OUR VIEWS OF 
“STAR X* REVEAL A SUDDEN 
INTENSITY OF COMBUSTION! 
IT/S TURNING INTO A 
NOVA! \T'S GONNA 
BLOW... AND WE'RE 
RIGHT IN IT'S PATH / 


i¢ WHAT!7/ REVERSE 
y ROCKETS 
IMMEDIATELY! 


SPITE OF THE HERCU- 
LEAN EFFORTS OF THE 
CREW TO TURN THE SHIP 
ABOUT, THE MIGHTY 
VESSEL CONTINUED ITs 
RELENTLESS COURSE, 
RIGHT TOWARD THE 
MAN OF THE SUPER NOVA... 


THE STAR !S 
EXPANDING 

IN SIZE/ THIS 
HEAT is 


ATTENTION, ALL 
CREWMEN/ NOW 
HEAR THIS’ EVERY 
MAN AT HIS 
STATION AT ONCE! 
DECELERATE THE 
SHIP... OPEN UP ALL 
ROCRETS/ WE'LL 
NEED ALL THE 
FIRE-POWER WE 
CAN MUSTER TO 
OUT RACE THIS 


DON'T LOSE Your 
HEAPS / EACH MAN 
DON HIS SPACE 
Suit 4 WE'LL 
HAVE ‘To ABANDON 


Re COMMANDER'S ORDERS WERE QUICKLY CARRIED 
OUT , BUT TO NO AVAIL 


SIR / THE GRANITATIONAL 
PULL OF THE STAR HAS 
INCREASED A HUNDRED- 
FOLD/ THE ROCKETS 
HAVE VO EFFECTS 


Tie MEN WERE QUICK TO OBEY BEN'S ORDER, 
BUT THE UTTER FUTILITY OF THE EFFORT 
BECAME APPARENT --- 


THE FLAMES 


THE SHIP/ WE 


_ CAN'T ESCAPE! 


Lie 


Bic GRIPPED EVERY MAN ON BOARD 
THAT ILL-FATED SHIP AS A TONGUE OF 
FLAME REACHED OUT TO ENGULF THE 
CRAFT IN AN EMBRACE OF DEATH 


But AN INSTANT 
BEFORE CONTACT... 


WENDRA/ WENDRA/ 
FORGIVE ME FOR THE 
PAIN AND ANGUISH I'VE 
CAUSED YOU / YOU WERE 
RIGHT, BUT I DION'T 
KNOW! 7 O/PN‘'T KNOWS 


| Avo THEN THE TERRIBLE ENVELOPE OF DEATH STRUCK! 
THE STEEL STRUCTURE COLLAPSED AND CONDENSED 
INTO A WHITE-HOT STEAM / THE MAGAZINES EXPLODED 
AND THE CREWMEN OF THE DEATH SHIP WERE FLUNG 


OUT AMONG THE COSMOS ... 


MOMENT BACK ON EARTH, 
FROM SLUMEER, 
STERICALLY 


( HE'S DEAD/ I KNow He's DEAD! 
OH, BEN HOW CAN I GO ON 


IX WITHOUT You 7/7 ,_ 
Spadina ity 


Tee Niout WoRE ON,ANO ON EARTH, 
PEOPLE SLEPT UNDISTURBED... BUT 
OUT THERE , AMONG THE VISTAS, A 
STAR GLOWS BRIGHTLY, AND THEN 
SLOWLY DIMINISHES TO ITS PREVIOUS 
SIZE. NOT A PARTICLE OF THE DEATH 
SHIP REMAINS / BUT WHAT OF BEN 
WOODRUFF 2 DID HE FIND THE PEACE 
HE HAD BEEN SEEKING © 


f- WAS A "THING THAT CAME OUT OF THE DARKNESS OF THE BEYONO! WAS IT FROM 
THIS WORLO OR THE NEXT.,, CHARLES DIDN'T KNOW / HE ONLY KNEW HE LOOKED 
THROUGH HIS TELESCOPE ANO "IT" WAS THERE...THE CREATURE HE HAD BROUGHT 
ae ON THE WINGS OF HIS THOUGHT,..AND WHEN "/7" LEFT, /T WOULD TAKE 
AN WI IT. 


‘M TIRED OF BEING 
MARRIED TO A MAN WHO 
SPENOS HIS WHOLE LIFE 
LIKE THIS! WHAT YOU 
REALLY NEED IS 4 
PADDED CELL! 


HARLES LATHAM 
IS AN ECCENTRIC 
YOUNG SC/ENTIST 
WHO M/xXED 
STUDIES OF SCIENCE 
AND ASTRONOMY 
WITH ANCIENT 
BOOKS ON 
ASTROLOGY ANO 
THE OCCULT! HE 
HAD AN /DEA 
THAT A "SUPER 
MIND" COULD 
CONTACT BEINGS 
ON OTHER 
PLANETS OR IN 
OTHER 
WORLDS... 


SOME DAY T'LL 
UNRAVEL THE MYSTERIES 
OF THOSE WORLDS 
UP THERE ! 


WHEN I ESTABLISH CONTACT 
WITH THE CREATURES ON 
OTHER PLANETS, I'LL. LEARN 


YOU MUSTN'T GO, FLORA! 
TONIGHT ALL THE INTELLE - 


THIS ASTRO-WAVE MACHINE 
THAT I INVENTED |S PICKING! 


GENCES OF THE STARS 
ARE FAVORABLE FOR 
CONTACT ! 


UP VIBRATIONS FROM OUTER 
SPACE! SINCE ITS "BRAIN" 
PICKS UP_ONLY THOUGHT 
WAVES... T HAVE REACHED 
BEINGS WHO CAN THINK ! 


SECRETS THAT'LL MAKE ME 
THE MOST POWERFUL MAN 
ON EARTH 


DON'T YOU REALIZE WHAT 
(T MEANS? ALL I HAVE TO 
00 |S TO PULL THOSE THOUGHTS 
OUT OF SPACE THROUGH MY 
MACHINE ! THEN MY OWN 
BRAIN WILL. 
RECEIVE THEM 
FROM THE 
MACHINE / 


CHARLES TURNED TOWARD H/S MACHINE..- 


BY CONCENTRATING MY OWN THOUGHTS INTO 
THE BRAIN OF THE MACHINE, I CAN SEND 
THEM INTO SPACE JUST AS T PULL THOUGHTS 
INTO MY MACHINE / THERE ARE NO LANGUAGE 
BARRIERS IN THOUGHT WAVES.,,WHY, T 
MIGHT EVEN CONTROL og 

THE SPHERES! 


YOU'RE A 
MADMAN! 


I'VE HAD ENOUGH 
F YOU AND YOUR 


SHE'S DEAD! SHE NEVER I'LL HAVE TO START ALL 
REALIZED SHE MARRIED g } OVER AGAIN! AND I'M 
AMAN WHOSE POWER POSITIVE I WAS ABOUT 
WOULD ONE DAY STRETCH TO MAKE MY FIRST REAL 
BEYOND INFINITY : CONTACT WITH THE BEYONO. 
} : ‘ THOUGHT WAS COMING pp 


WAS REACHING? BY 
WOULD HAVE KNOWN 
NO MAN HAS EVER 
KNOWN BEFORE 


2 I WONDER WHICH PLA 


OUT OF SPACE ! 


hi. it \{!| MN 


WHY, L MIGHT HAVE BEEN 

IN TOUCH WITH ONE OF THE 

GREAT MYSTERIES OF THE 
UNIVERSE | 


HEH! HEH! I) | AS CHARLES LATHAM PUT HIS EYES TO TM 
GOT HERE TELESCOPE, HE RECEIVED AN LINSPOK 
BEFORE YOUR < | MESSAGE. ——- : 
MACHINE WAS Ee 2 = 
SMASHED, CHARLES | ‘ 
THE BEAM OREW 
ME RIGHT TO 
you! 


No! NOSIT 
CAN'T BES 


Le, : > ee) WE 
HIS ARE Coc cetieer LWANT YOU, CHARLES! WE HAVE 
ARE YOU DOING HERE ? FiROUGH To EARTH AS Yor Have’ 
‘ { YOU HAVE _ | 
WHAT D0 YOU WAN'T ? BEEN IN TRYING TO CONTACT WHAT | 
7 LIES BEYOND EARTH ! ANO Now, 
WITH YOUR HELP... AM HERE 


_ 
NOT IN ALL_HIS SPECULATION HAD_ CHARLES YOU WERE RIGHT IN YOUR BEL \EF 
EREAMED THAT SUCH A CREATURE COULD THAT THOUGHT SURMOUNTS ALL 
EXIST... LANGUAGE PARKIERS AND SPACE! RIGHT 

NOW I AM NOT SPEAKING To You... YOU 
HOW-HOW DID You ARE FEELING MY THOUGHT WAVES.,,ANI 
GET HERE ? HOW DO FROM YOUR BRAIN IT AM DRAWING 
YOU KNOW MY NAME? 


ALL THAT YOU KNOW / 


YOUR MACHINE'S 
pRLECTRONIC BRAIN 
LLED ME OUT OF ie “ 
SPACE THERE ARE MANY - : : 
OF US OUT THERE, ONLY 
I HAPPENED To CATCH 
THE RIGHT BEAM/ 


THE HYPNOTIC GLARE SEEMED 
TO GO THROUGH CHARLES LIKE RIGHT NOW, THIS S50 WE MUST REASSEMBLE 
ANELECTRIC SHOCK / FORM THAT HAS BEEN YOUR MACHINE... THEN WHEN 
MINE FOR MILLIONS OF WE LEAVE, WE'LL BEAM ITSO 
YEARS WOULD NoT LAST \ THAT WE FROM BEYOND CAN 
COME BACK AND FORTH UNTIL 
WE MAKE THIS EARTH OUR 
OWN AND THE nae Tete 
g OUR SLAVES 


U "A 
THAT WE MAY BUIL| 
OURSELVES SIMILA 
BODIES / 


BUSHING FROM HIS OBSERVATORY-LAB,CHARLES 
SLAMMED THE DOOR BEHIND 4) 


al 1) 


THAT CREATURE 
MUST BE NUTS 

TO THINK [I'D 
REBLUILO THAT 
MACHINE TO SEAL 
MY OWN DOOM! 


\ hi 
CNL 
val 


AS SOON AS IT'S SAFE 
TO GO BACK TO MY_LAB. 
T-L'LL GET RID OF FLORA 
BooY! I'LL TELL EVERY- 
ONE SHE LEFT ME! GUESS 
IT'LL BE SAFE TO WAIT 
24 HOURS ! OH,,,MY 
HEAD ! 


IF YOU'RE 

LOOKING FoR 
FLORA... SHE 
HASN'T BEEN 


I'M 


THROUGH WITH 

STARGAZING... AND YOU'LL 
) HAVE TO GET USED ToNoT. ) TAKE A TRY A 
) SBR6 FLORA ! SHE WALKED / PRYING you AWAY D> 


THAT'S FUNNY! NOW THE 
PAIN IN MY HEAD HAS 
GONE! ANO THERE'S THE 
TAVERN! I NEVER THOUGHT 
I'D ACTUALLY WANT TO BE 
WITH THE PEOPLE WHO 
HANG OUT THERE... 


TLL SEE Wad 
IN A Fi 
Mi NOTES, 
CHARLES ! 


Y WELL, PROF. 


EEO A DRINK... THIS: 
HT HAS BEEN A BAD 
AM... FIRST FLORA. 
KILLED HER.,.,AND SHE 
S RIGHT ! L WAS CRAZY 
TO FOOL AROUND WITH 
THAT MACHINE | 


YOUR WIFE |S ONE 

LATHAM ! WE OF OUR BEST 

WE ALWAYS FIGURE 
YOU'RE TG0 BUSY 
LOOKING AT, THE 


NOW THAT FLORA'S 
LEFT You BUAYBE TLL , 


IN TONIGHT. 


OUT ON ME TONIGHT... SAID 
SHE WAS GOING HOME! SO 
HOW ABOUT EVERYBODY 
HAVING A DRINK 
WITH ME! ES 


FROM YOu 
TRS eaee L 


MEY ! ! YOUR WIFE 
Wf MUST'VE CHANGED 
HER MIND ABOUT 
LEAVING gt THERE 
SHE IS 


AS THE FIGURE OF HIS WIFE AND THOSE EYES! THEY 

WALKEO TO HIM CHARLES WAS } AREN'T FLORA'S BYES... 

FILLED WITH TERROR THEY BELONG TO THE 
G! 


B-BUT, IT CAN'T BE FLORA! 

SHE'S DEAD! OH-H! My HEAD! 

THAT PARALYSING FEELING 

AGAIN...AS THOUGH MY 

BRAIN WAS BEING DRAGGED 
OUT OF MY SKULL 


Ve ey 


YoU AREN'T Ct ie 
ALTHOUGH, THE HANO ON HIS ARM WAS YOU--YOU'RE “TH 


FLORA'S, |TS FINGERS HAD STRENGTH THING aN “FLORA'S 
OF SUPERNATURAL CLAWS! HE HAD LOST i. 
THE POWER OF HIS OWN WILL... 


CHARLES, WE MUST GO = ; 
HOME NOW... YOU HAVE }i ( HOW CLEVER 
WERK TO DO IN YOUR A OF YOU To FIGURE 
Ta LABORATORY / . THAT OUT, CHARLES! 
4 HOW FORTUNATE THA 
. h THE FIRST EARTH BRAIN 
WE'LL TAKE AFART To 
STUDY WILL BEA 
BRLLIANT ONE 
LIKE YOURS / 


THROUGH CHARLES’ AGON/ZED THOUGHTS: FROM NOW ON YOU'LL gy THERE'S 
FLASHED HORRIBLE PICTURES OF HIS FATE, 00 ASTI TELL YOU GOT To BE 
SHOULD HE REMAIN IN THIS CREATURE'S ~ AND WHEN IT LEAVE S f A WAY OUT 
POWER...» THIS EARTH OF THIS FOR 
WILL GO WrtH A ME ! U , ME? 


I_WON'T 
LET YOU DO 
THIS TO ME! 


CHARLES W4S UNABLE TO THROW WHEN YOU THOUGHT You WHEN IL FOLLOWED you, I 
OFF THE CREATURE'S HYPNOTIC COULD IMPRISON ME IN COULD HAVE DRAGGED YOu 
SPELL... n YOUR LAB, YOU WERE BACK HERE, BUT THEN T 
= WRONG! NOTHING ON EARTH } REALIZED THAT WITH THE 
THE IDEA OF TAKING OVER FLORA'S) CAN CONFINE ME SINCE SOUL GONE FROM THIS 
BODY TO PROLONG MY TIME ON I HAVE THE ABILITY To BODY, I COULO ENTER IT 
EARTH CAME FROM YOUR_OWN EXPAND, CONTRACT ANDO FUNCTION AS A HUMAN 
THOUGHTS, WHEN YOU WERE ¢ OR VAPORIZE | BEING AS LONG AS I 
PLANNING ON HOW YOU MUST Ff sss NEEDED To STAY 
i BURY HER AS SOON AS YOU ON EARTH ! 
ot COT RID OF ME! : : 


a 
y 


y 
i 
{ 


Mi 
ai 
ii 


4 Mal [Renee 


$0 YOU AIDED MY PLANS BY HAVING 
A BODY ALL READY FOR ME To STEP WITH_A GREAT EFFORT, CHARLES TRIED TO 
INTO! NOW, IF WE DO NOT REBUILD THE / MAKE HIS BODY COORDINATE... pea 
MACHINE IN THE TIME REMAINING To § —— a 
ME IN NATURAL FORM--1 AM SAFELY )/ BUT THE MACHINE 
ENCASED IN THE HUMAN FORM \ MUST _BE REBUILT! 
YOU PROVIDED FOR ME/ WE'RE DEPENDENT 
ON THE BEAM TO 
\ GET US BACK AND FORTH 
TO EARTH’ YOU MUST START 
TO WORK ON IT AT ONCE ! 


THIS EXPLOSIVE CHEMICAL WILL VE FAILED BUT THERE | ON TOP OF SOME 
DESTROY THE BODY YOU STOLE! OTHERS LIKE ME--AND | SMOLOERING EMBERS 
DESTROY ME.,.THE LAB... BUT AT CHANCE WILL COME WAS A GREEN, SLIMY 
LEAST I DIE QUICKLY ON MY OWN IN THROUGH ANOTHER SUBSTANCE... SOME 
BARTH... AND YOUR EXISTENCE L LIKE THIS ONE! THOUGHT /T PART OF 
WILL BE OVER AND NOTHING THE EXPERIMENT THAT 
LIKE YOU CAN RETURN TO HAD CAUSED THE B/G 
OVERRUN THE EARTH / EXPLOSION! BUT SOME 
P SCIENTISTS ARE DOUBT- 
FUL... BECAUSE IT'S 
LIKE NO SUBSTANCE 
EVER SEEN ON EARTH 


| . | | WHAT MYSTERIOUS CREATURES 


. INHABIT THE AIR AROUND Lis... 

4 == AND THE EARTH BENEATH OUR 

x = FEET ? PAT CARTER, ACE GIRL 
| REPORTER HAS A GLIMPSE OF 

THEM DURING ONE N/GHT OF 

TERROR =-WHEN SHE WATCHES 

A MAD ARTIST PAINT... 


cou 


~l Beer 


Q SERIES OF SHOCKING 
MURCERS Rock AN CLO 
NEW ENGLAND CITY. 


‘LASH! ANOTHE! 
BLOODLESS BoDy WAS 
JUST FOUND NEAR THE 

WATERFRONT... pag] 


NEWS-HEN PAT CARTER RUSHES TO THE LATEST. 
MURDER SCENE AND FINDS HER FIANCE, DETECTIVE! 
JIM YOUNG ALREADY THERE... qm —— 


a ay 
HL PAT! YEAH! VICTIM 


DEAD.,, DRAINED OF, 
BLOOD,,NO CLUES! 


TEN MINUTES 
LATER. 


‘BYE NOW, > By / WONDER WHAT 
JIM! HAVE t SHE'S UP TO?, 
To GET BACK 
ANO WRI 

MY STORY! 


A REPORTER, EH? CURIOUS ABOUT 
MY PICTURES, L SUPPOSE? WELL 
I CAN SPARE TEN MINUTES! 


Ti) — 


EANWHILE..INSIDE THE HOUSE. iE TIME! SORRY, 
MEANWHILE 7 TH Fe RBY 


IMAGINARY? 
WHO'S TO SAY 
THESE CREATURES, 

pO NOT 


TOO LATE, MY i NOW YOU WILL SEE THINGS 
DEAR ! YOU CAME hh YOUR GENERATION HAS 
NOT! NEVER SEEN! 


TO LEARN A LITTLE 
i 


ABOUT ME... NOW S q ” 


— 
SSN 5 


— 


~ LOOK AT THAT BRICKED-) SEE!HA-HA! I 


AND WE 


OVER ARCHWAY! IT <““ HAVEA MOVIE 
USED TO CONNECT CAMERA TO RE- 
WITH ACTUAL TUNNE! 3/ CORD THE ACTIONS 
AND SEWERS THA OF MY MODELS! 
OUR ANCESTORS ANDO ON THE EASEL 
BELIEVED WERE, IS MY LATEST 
INHABITED BY SUBJECT/ NOW ARE 
DEMONS ! YOU BEGINNING TO 
1 UNDERSTANO 7 


AND LAST, BUT MOST 
IMPORTANT... THE BAIT. 
RIGHT! IT'S. 
BLOOD, AND NOW 
TO UNLOCK THE 
GREAT DOOR 
AND HA- HA 
HA-HA! 


NOW YOU CAN 
SEE WHY THE SUBJECTS 
OF MY PAINTINGS LOOK 


YOU'RE RIGHT! 
THERE'S SOMETHING. 
WATCH CLOSELY! 


WHY YOURE 
MAO YO 
ARE TH 
KILLER! 


DISCOVER THAT 


THE ARCHWAY 


STILL CONNECTS 
WITH THE ANCIENT / 


TUNNELS / 


bi 
; 


——~ <r | ) 


‘ 
bi lh 


SO, PAINT FROM 
LIFE WHILE THE 
CAMERA RECORDS 
EVERY DETAIL FOR, 
THE FUTURE / 


RIO OF ALL OF THE! 
CONTAINS ENOUGH 
POISON TO KILL 
ARMY/ 


IT--IT!'S REALS Wow-wW/ THIS IS WH 
FRANKENSTI Ris VOKCHee THE MONSTER UNDER: : 
WAS A_PIKER COMPARED STOOD ABOUT THE 

TO THAT Pe 
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I KNOW HOW 
= THEY'D FEEL... 
NOT A WORD OF I UNDERSTAND, 
THIS MUST LEAK OUT! SIM! I PROMISE., 
NO STORIES... 


FEET? THAT WAY FROM 
J . ; ON! 
doy < 
ace, ae: shisd 
WED HAVE A 
PANIC IN NO 


ce N iP jack when science fiction maga- 


zines were in their infancy, there 
° were many stories about lone 
scientistists making terrific and 
sometimes disastrous discoveries 
all by themselves in their home 
laboratories, One of the most 
popular tales of the times was 
this memorable story by D. D. 
Sharp, about a man who dis- 
covered an elixir of immortality. 


® Herbert Zulerich was a big, heavy- 
framed man with a tangled mop of 
shaggy hair which lay back from his 
sloping forehead and clustered about 


the collar of his dark coat, His nose 
was big and prominent, swelling like 
a huge peak upon his face, and his 
mouth was a deep-lined canyon be- 
tween, the peak of his nose and the 
bulge’of his chin 

Zulerich’s habits were as strange as 
his face, and ponderous as his big 
body. How he lived no one knew, and 
no one knew either how he managed 
to maintain the formidable array of 
test tubes, and retorts, In his labora- 
tory was every conceivable kind of 
peculiar glass, holding liquids of all 
colors 

Zulerich had, at ohe time, been a 
chemist of somewhat/more than local 
fame, but of late years he had be- 
come a recluse, staying alone most 
of the time in his big stone house 
just back of the highWay where the 
constant stream of afitos seemed to 
disturb him but little, 

In truth they dist¥rbed him # great 
deal, Some days he Avould watch them 
in their hurry as they drove furiously 
along the straightline of paved road- 
way, and into Ifis face would come 
gloom and melancholy, And into his 
large blue eyes} would come a hurt 
look; a feeling of sympathy! for those 
who seemed so full efJife, so fey, so 
thoughtless i 


“Death! Death!” the old man would 
whisper. “Man goes through long 
years of preparation for a few days 
of accomplishment before the con- 
queror destroys all.” 

"So much. preparation,” he would 
whisper as he shook his big head, “So 
many brilliant minds polished and 
blazing for an hour, like roses grown 
and tended to be cut for an evening's 
bloom; hands so skillfully trained, and 
so soon folded quietly at rest.” 

That he was in quest of some great 
seeret, everyone who knew him had 
long ago suspected, But what that 
seeret was, no one knew and few 
could even guess, 

The truth was that Zulerich’s mind 
was obsessed by a single thought—the 
appalling waste of death. And since 
science and invention were conquer- 
ing the other enemies of man’s ex- 
istence, Zulerich set out after the ex- 
ample of Ponce de Leon to discqver 
the elements which might be com- 
bined to give eternal life. 

Strange as it may seem, Zulerich 
was making some progress, He had 
found out some things which had 
astonished him, Some of his experi- 
ments had awed and stupified him 
and then he made a discovery which 
gave ‘him a decided fright. 

He had been experimenting with 
unicellular organisms, and had found 
that they did not behave as inor- 
ganic chemicals did, He knew that 
the reaction of those animalcules as 
as distinctly physiological and not 
merely physical organic and not pure- 
ly chemical. They did not resemble 
any known chemicals, for they reacted 
as indiyidauls and not as mere ma- 
terials, 

Old Zulerich had studied the in- 
tricate processes of cellular division 
id multiplication, hoping to pene- 
trate the law \of the: organism and 
dicover what it\ was that, at the peak 
of growth, prevented further cleavage 
of the cells, In short, he wanted to 
find the principle which confined the 
limits of size and growth. Find what 
it was that cauged the’ cells of a liv- 
ing body to increyse and multiply until 
maturity and then ase growing ex- 
cept when incited By a cut or other ac- 
cident to the tissue. \Why should a cell 
become active to feplace flesh, yet 
balk at rebuilding vital tissues, such 
as the lungs; or refuse to replace a 
lost tooth more than once? 

He experimented in numerous ways 
to provoke icell growth, trying to d 


cc 


yine whether they had individualities 
of their own or whether they were 
bounded by the individuality of the 
whole, He wanted to find whether 
cells had an intelligence which caused 
them to do the remarkable things 
necessary to their co-ordination in 
the body, 

Zulerich found out many thing: 
stupendous, mystfying things, which 
no amount of scientific theory could 
possible explain, He perfected chemi- 
culs which applied to a rabbit's head 
caused its hair to grow so long as 
to make it necessary for him to gather 
it into a bag, And even then the 
weight of it grew so great the rabbit 
could no longer drag its load and 
he killed the animal out of mercy, But 
its hair grew and grew, His high-wall- 
ed backyard soon held some mons- 
trous freaks from his chemicals; dogs 
with head as big as water barrels and 
bodies of normal size, and rats with 
bodies as big as cows and small pea- 
nut-sized heads, And one day he ap- 
plied a chemical to a horse's eye and 
the eyes grew out of their sockets 
like long ropes of white sinew with 
great knobs of gelatine-like iris — 
limp flabby canes which dragged upon 
the ground. The effect of this last 
experiment so cut the kind soul of 
Zulerich that he killed the monstrosi- 
ties and wished to abandon the whole 
business, Then he would look again 
from his window over the wide world 
where death laid waste, and he would 
sigh and tighten his lips to plunge 
ahead again, 

Growth was not what) Zulerich 
wanted, He was. quite content that 
man should retain his present stature 
What he desired was to increase man’s 
years. 

And then he'discovered it, He did 
not need to prove the experiment by 
waiting and watching until the end 
of time to find out whether the cells 
would eventually dic. He knew they 
would not die, A few drops of pale 


green fluid in the graduating glass 
in his hand would permit any man to 
live eternally, He knew this was pos- 
sible for he had at last found the 
combination he sought; the chemical 
which continued life without the ne- 
cessity of decay 

After a y of experiments upon 
his cells he tried a drop upon a rat 
He caught the rat in one hand and 
held his medicine dropper with its 
pale green fluid in the other, But, as 
the dropper released its globule, the 
rat moved its head and the drop hit 
the side of its face and spread about 
its throat. It left a sear upon the hair 
a peculiar sear like a question mark 
Zulerich tried again with a second 


drop with better success, The rat 
swallowed it, 
Zulerich watched carefully. Thy 


animal's heart seemed to cease beat 
ing, The lungs became motionless, 
and yet the rat lived, with a fire in 
its pink eyes, It lived on, day by 
day, week after week, month on 
month, without the slightest loss of 
weight or sign of hunger or thirst. It 
lived with its tiny soul imprisoned 
in it, 

Yet even then Zulerich dared not 
drink his elixir, though his work was 
exhausting his strength and his heart 
was very weak and with its flutterings 
gave him frights at times, There was 


a flaw in his experiment. The animal 
lived without breath, food or water, 
but it was entirely wnable to move! 
To see it one would presume it dead 
except for the fire in its fieree little 


eyes and its lack of decay 

So Zulerich set out to mend the 
flaw, He worked feverishly now, for 
he was a very old man and his heart 
threatened to fail, He did not want to 
die with success just within his reach 
He did not want to come so near offer- 
ing mankind the one boom it eraved 
and then to fail, 

Two years passed before Zulerich 
found the ingredient lacking in his 
pale greenish drops. The thing was 
© simple he had overlooked it al- 
together, He discovered it quite by 
jevident 

One day he had a pail containing a 
solution of washing soda near the 
window and was washing down the 
dusty glass so thus he might see out 
over the blighted world and gain 
strength from its curse to continue 
his work, He would allow no one else 
in his laboratory and washed the win- 


dows himself 

A few spattering drops fell into the 
motionless upturned mouth of the 
rat Where it stood upon the deep case- 
ment, Its mouth was open in the same 
position Zulerich had left it when 


he had foreed “it to’ receive the life- 
preserving drops. It had stood a tiny, 
paralyzed, living statue in that same 
attitude for two long years, Zulerich 
had really thought to remove - the 
animal from the window before be- 
ginning to wash them, But as he grew 
older he had grown more absent 
minded. He was unable to use the 
same care and forethought he once 
had; but this time his carelessness 
resulted in a great discovery. 

Immediately when the soda 
dropped into the rat’s mouth it 
squealed and scurried for cover. But 
it soon came out to nibble a crust 
of cracker the parrot had dropped on 
the floor 

Zulerich had been overjoyed at 
the rat regaining the use of its mus: 
cles, but now he became worried and 
anxious because it developed hun- 
ver—this might forebode decay whieh 
meant death. 

Even as he pondered he trembled, 
for he knew he was very old and had 
not much time to watch and wait, And 
then as the result of his suspense and 
relief over the new discovery of the 
soda drops, his heart began  flutter- 
ing alarmingly, It acted as it had never 
done before, He thought his time had 
come to die, and his precious experi- 
ment was, almost completed, perfect- 
ed, but not yet given to a life-hungry 
world 

All the legends he had ever read of 
the discovery of elixirs of life had 
had their fruits frosted just before the 
cating, And so it to be, with 
him, This was the Then he 
though of his drops! He would drink 
them and there would be ample time 
to conclude his experiment, 

He prepared a glass of soda water, 
then went oyer to the table and sat 
upon his high stool. Then picking 
up the vial of pale green, which had 


was 
end. 


become dusty with its long idleness 
upon its shelf, he measured his drops. 
But his hand trembled so that the 
vial dropped to the floor and spilt its 
precious fluid, He drank the drops in 
the measuring glass, then-he reached 
for the soda water sitting just at a 
touch of his hand, 

He could not move! He had forgot- 
ten he would be unable to hand the 
soda to his mouth, For the moment 
he was too upset and frightened. to 
think clearly. He had overlooked a 
very vital thing. There was nothing 
to do but sit and wait for a neighbor 
to pass. He was us immovable as 
though cut in stone. He could not 
move an eyelid. He was very fright- 
ened. 

A week went by. 

During that week the rat played all 
over the room, One time it came out 
mockingly upon the table before him. 
Zulerich regraded it closely. It was 
not breathing. 

Another week passed before anyone 
came into the house. During this 
time the rat became bolder and Zuler- 
ich had much time to observe it. He 
knew his experiment had been a sue- 
cess. The rat only consumed food to 
replace its physical energy, It need- 
ed fuel for running about the room, 
whieh of coufse was a method of 
decay, The rat needed no food to sup- 
port its life. Zulerich knew he had 
discovered 4 great secret. He had ac- 
complished life perpetual which only 
needed food for its physical energies. 

Then a neighbor peeped in. His 
look of uneasiness gave way to one 
of pained sorrow. The neighbor's face 
became melancholy as he saw old 
Zulerich sitting stiffly upon his stool 
beside his chemical, Zulerich tried to 
ery out, but his voice like his limbs 
was paralyzed. He tried to croak, 
even to whisper, but there was no 
noise at all, He put hi peal into the 
fierce, cold fire of his living eyes 
which were turned straight toward the 
doer. The man saw the eyes, bright 
and living, He salmmed the door and 
fled the room, 

Zulerich ereated quite a sensation 
after that, No one knew what had 
happened to him, They thought he 
was dead, and surmised that he had 
spilled some mysterious compound 
over him which had embalmed him 
with the look of life in his eyes. 

Undertakers came from long dis- 
tances to study hind as he sat in his 
Jaboratory, They pried ind tested 
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among the fluids in the bottles, and 
years passed, and still old Zulerich 
was not buried because they believed 
he had found some marvelous em- 
balming fluid and he was kept for 
observation, 

Old Zulerich, growing no older, 
knew all this for he sat there, in a 
glass case now, and heard all they said 
and saw before his eyes all that was 
done 

And in the dead of night the rat 
with its selfishness and its eternal life, 
and the unselfish chemist in his glass 
case, would meet again, The rat 
would scamper lively across the top 
of the glass case, in which Zulerich 
sat_as stiffly as though sculptured in 
stone, It would sit upon the table be- 
fore him and stare at him with red 
spiteful eyes, and then scamper away 
And Zulerich always knew it by the 
peculiar scar upon its nei The rat 
knew what he lacked, For two, long 
years it had been frozen, as he was 
now, before he had given it movement 
as well as life, But it was too mean to 
do so great a deed to a man. It hated 
him. It never brought him the few 
drops of alkali he eraved, 

One day they packed Zulerich care- 
fully in a case and moved him, and 
when the case was opened he found 
himself in a lofty building with the 
mummy of a Pharaoh on one side of 
him and musty relics of other ages 
all around him. He recognized the old 
building, for in the other s he had 
loved to potter around there and let 
his fancies wander and his thoughts 
seek something tangible in these frag- 
ments of a vanished age. 

As he sat there upon his stool, 
protected within his glass ease, the 
unalterable line of his vision yaulted 
the narrow aisles below him and 
gazed through the great glass of a 
tall window in the opposite wall, 

Out there he watehed the throngs 
that passed, People of day, Men 
who yesterday were babies in moth- 
er’s arms, today fighting up the long 
and difficult ladder for their frag- 
ment of success, to leap tomorrow 
into oblivion at their alloted rung. 

Customs changed, women seram- 
bled with the male, and there became 
even less time or inclination to enjoy 
the fruits of preparation, The years of 
training lengthened, 

In all their years upon Earth, it 
was bound to happen. that the two 
should meet again; the rat with its 
selfish greediness and the chemist 
28 


with his unselfish dream, The rat had 
been seeking him so that it might 
gloat over him as it used to do. So 
that it might scamper upon his case 
and deride him with its motion, But 
the keeper of the museum saw the 
rat and beat it with his broom and 
mangled it with his leather-shod heel 
This happened in the night and he 
left the rat upon the floor until morn- 
ing so that the cleaners might take 
it away, 

Before the cleaners came the next 
morning one of the scientists who 


were studying Zulerich saw the rat’ 


lying there upon the floor before the 
case with its mangled body and its 
eyes Were so bright and full of pain 
He stooped to examine it, and his in- 
terest became intense, for its heart 
and lungs were quiet and it seemed 
quite dead; and yet its eyes had the 
same living look of the man Zulerich 
in the glass case. 

So the rat, too, was placed under 
observation and set in a tiny ease 
upon a perch just before the case in 
which sat old Zulerich looking out 
upon the great world through the 
big window, The rat in its case cut 
olf part of the vision of the chemist 
so that in seeing the world beyond 
the window he must look straight into 
the eyes of the creature to whom he 
had given eternal life, and whieh had 
been mangled until it was given eter- 
nal pain 

The years passed on, long years, 
all the longer that there should be 
no end of them, It was all the sadder 
that, instead of viewing the misery 
and waste of eighty years, he must 
watch it for eight hundred years, and 
even then not be done 
, Life streamed by under his gaze, 
burning up with decay, Yet he held 
the secert they so much desired, Ber 
tween them and eternal life was a 
connegting tink, a few drops of alka 


line water, The wires of communi- 
cation were down and none had had 
the wisdom nor the wit to raise them 
up. He had the seeret, they had the 
power, if they only knew 

Eager, anxious, weary, discour- 
aged and broken, the people of the 
world tramped by; torrents of wasted 
motion, For long years he envied 
them, of all that waste, the power to 
say one small word for freedom, For 
long years the undying man and the 
undying rat ed hatefully at each 
other, For long years he studied and 
contrived within his mind some 
means for breaking the paralysis of 
his body so that he might give eternal 
life to humanity, Then he learned a 
great lesson from a small child, 

The child discovered the mangled 
rat and had seen the pain and desire 
of death in its eyes, She begged her 
father to kill the little rat as he had 
killed her little dog after a car had 
mangled it 

That night Zulerich’s eyes softened 
egarded the rat under the bright 
glow of the electric lights, und in his 
heart felt remorse, For the first time 
he was glad that he had not been 
able w give man his magic formula 
He discovered that he should need 
to improve life before trying to 
lengthen it e 


as he 
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BurKe WAS A POLICEMAN... AND 
GHTA DARNED 
1D ONE Y TRO E 


« WAIT ‘TILL 
T TELL MY, 
SUPERVISOR 
ABOUT THIS.’ 
~ SURE |S 
DARK HERE 


) GIANT S&S “ 
he ANTS / - 


Pe MAC MOVES TOWARD THE ENTRANCE. O 
ART SKI Ss 


urs I 
= ET HELP ANO WE 
a SAW. THOSE Be HOW WNESTIGATES 
ANTS, BURKE 

Wow 


YEAH, SURE / 
You, THIS | MACS IN | 
BACK OF YOU 


ISNT A 
GAG ! 400K OUT! 


BUT I. TELL 


WE'RE TOO. 


MET Tia oe! oan 
Vo mney Gor wim! Ca 


A FEW SECONOS 
A E--GOOD 


THE GIANT ANTS RUSHED ONTO THE 
SUBWAY TRACKS AS IF INA 
| PRE~PLANNED ATTACK / 


HEY I SEE 
SOMETHING! 


THEY DRAGGED HIM INTO 
THIS RUBBLE,,, [T MUST 
BE AN ANT HILL 


IT WORKED! EASY FRIEND! 
I'LL HAVE YOU OUT OF 


HERE IN NO TIME! 


BETTER CLOSE UP THE /WHATIN-- 
HOLE AGAIN 


HE'S 
\ CHANGING 
Sian 
ANT 


\ 
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NATURALLY NO ONE BELIEVED BURKE'S STOR: 
BUT THEN WHO WOULD? BUT THOSE STRANGE 


SOUNDS BEHIND THE SUBWAY WALLS ARE 
STILL THERE, LISTEN: Jha bud 


War ARE YOU AERA 
MORE THAN ANYTHING 

FEAR ITSELF! BUT WH 
ARE NOT iN THE SHOES 


S ee 


~_ aera Sn THE RATS SENSED THE 


CHILD'S FEAR ANO 


STEVE WAS REARED IN SQUALOR ANY WERE BOLD. 
e re 


FEAR / AS A CHILO HE ALWAYS KEPT 
A LARGE STONE BY H/S BEC...y 


GO AWAY, YOU! L 
H-HATE YOU: ALL 
OF you! YOU SLIMY 
FILTHY RATS, I'LL 
K-KILL YOU! 


STEVE GREW UPA, BUT THE FEAR OF RATS 
NEVER LEFT H/M/ FINALLY HE GOT A/S 
SEAMAN'S PAPERS ANC... 


RATS? ON THIS 

I'0 LIKE TO SHIP SHIP? OF COURSE NOT, 
ON, SIR! DO YOu LAD, SHE'S AS CLEAN 
HAVE MANY R-RATS ) AS A WHISTLE! SIGN 


yOu'LL SEE THE 


BUT STEVE DOES REGRET /7.1. 


RATS! THIS FILTHY 
RUST POT 1S FULL 
Fa OF THEM! THAT 
MATE LIED TO ME! 
GET AWAy, BLAST 
You! I CAN'T 
STAND THE 
SIGHT OF 
you! 


a 


ON BOARD? WITH ME AND YOU'LL 
2] NEVER REGRET IT! 
WHOLE WORLD! 
E 
Z 


LOOK AT THEM! THEY 
K-KNOW! THEY SENSE 
HOW FRIGHTENED I AM! 
IT'S ALMOST AS THOUGH 
THEY WERE LAUGHING 
AT ME! 


= oS > yf 
I MIGHT 8E STRANOEO HERE FOR A 
WHLE, BUT ANYTHING /§ BETTER 
THAN THOSE RATS! MAYBE 
LATER I CAN FIND 
ANOTHER SHIP — 
WITHOUT RA, 73 J 


TERRIFIEO BY THE RATS, STEVE JUMP: 
SHIP AT A PORT WW INOIA:.. A 
—— hee Yo, 


FOR DAYS HE EXISTS AS BEST HE 
CAN! THEN ONE DAY ON THE FAR 
OUTSKIRTS OF THE CITY, HE 


SEES AN ODD-LOOKING ge 
WANTEO TO SEE THE 


INSIDE OF THESE TEMPLES, 
DOESN'T SEEM TO BE 
ANYBODY AROUND, SO 
(LL CHANCE (T! MIGHT 
lg EVEN FINO A PLACE TO 
0) 


wef HOLY SMOKE! JUST 
WY Look AT THOSE IDOLS! 
GOLD AND JEWELS ALL 
OVER THEM! THERE 
MUST BE A FORTUNE p: 
HERE, AND NOBODY 
M2) GUARDING THEM! I'VE 
HEARD ABOUT THINGS | 
LIKE THIS, BUT TZ 
h| NEVER BELIEVED J//) 
IT UNTIL NOW! 


SS 
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Like so many BEFORE Him, J Ano succumas... Succency, ovr ae wowseR., Wl 
STEVE FEELS ENVY AND 7 ROBEO FIGURES SPRING AT Milt... 
GREED GNAWING AT HiM. +. BOY! A FEW OF THESE — 
RUBIES ANO EMERALOS ANO. 
WHY NOT? WHY SHOULD THEY) /'LL BE FIXED FOR Lice! 4AAAHHHMMY, TAKE HIM, 
HAVE ALL THIS WHILE /'M MIGHT AS WELL TAKE ALL & LEMME GO! TO OUR 
STARVING? I COULD TAKE Jk ? x CAN CARRY WHILE MASTER! HE 
WUST A FEW OF THESE AT IT!) BUT I BETTER COMMITS 


WE MUST 


= 


VEWELS, ENOUGH TO GET { HURRY BEFORE SOME OF [FOREIGN SACRILEGE! 
ME BACK TO THE STATES THE PRIESTS SHOW UP/ J DEVIL! You = 
W LUXURY, AO WHO- DARE DEFILE I SAY KILL 
EVER OWNS THIS PLACE 5 OUR TEMPLE! HIM NOW! 
WOULD NEVER M/SS 

THEM! 


STEVE /5 TAKEN TO ANOTHER ROOM ‘ VPLEASE! I DIDN'T MEAN ANY 
ANO ANOTHER /20L.+.. : HARM, HONEST! |'LL GIVE you 
: E BACK THE STUFF! ONLY DON'T— 
YOU ARE GUILTY OF A 5 re ‘ (GASP)— K-KILL ME! 
GREAT SIN, STRANGER.’ 


{ihy ~ 
WHY SHOULO YOU NOT fk NOT THE 
VALUE OF THE JEWELS THAT 


A MATTERS, POOR FOOL.’ YOUR 
YAM — THE F ’ SIN /§ GRAVER THAN THAT, 
IDOL CAN TALK! BE) MUCH GRAVER/ You, AN “FE 
G-GOING TO HAVE Wd (NEIDEL, HAVE BEFOULED 
ME KILLED! = ~ re OUR TEMPLES 


DEATH 15 TOO GLICK, TOO EASY FOR 

YOU! YOUR PUNISHMENT SHALL BE 

40NG ANP PAINFUL, ACCORDING TO 

YOUR NATURE.’ AND MY ANC/ENT 

WISDOM TELLS ME WHAT IT /S ps 

THAT YOU FEAR MOST! * tee ANO DEVOUR YOU! THAT /S 
. YOUR TERR/BLE PLN/SH~ 

AHHHEEEEE — FB Mee MEWT! WoW GO! 
MNO! N-NOT THAT! iN 
DON'T EVEN MENTION 


SHALL FOLLOW YOU FOR 
ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR 
LIFE! NEVER STOP RUNNING 
FOR THEN HE WiLL OVERTAKE 


=i 


STEVE /S RELEASEO BY THE PR 


ANO RUNS FOR HS LIFE... 


TAKING ANY 
CHANCES / KON THE 
BEX RAT GOD! UGH! 142 

: FINO A SHIP, ANY 


¥ BO. SWE, AND GET OUT 


OF HERE TOOAY! 


stop It! YAAAAA—HELP! 
DON'T LET IT GET ME! 
PLEASE— PLEASE! 
SOMEBODY KILL IT! 


ED BY A WEIRD 
AE LOOKS —ANDO 
7O SCREAM... 


SOUNO J 
START: 


Sse 
YAAALEEEEE — A RAT! 
GAAAA — IT'S AFTER 


LATER ...1 CAN'T YOU—(S08)— Y YOU HAVE HAD 
SEE IT? IT'S AFTER ] TOO MUCH WINE, 
ME, G-GOING TO KILL ME! _/SIR! PERHAPS 
PLEASE DO SOMETHING! iF YOU WERE 
SHOOT IT! I CAN'T STAND J TO SLEEP FOR 
THE SIGHT OF IT— 
AAAAAAAA 


Bur HE FINDS NO BERTH THAT DAY.’ WHEN 
/7 GETS DARK, HE GOES 


TO A CHEAP 


SHIPS /N THE HARBOR ANO 
BLASTEO ONE OF THEM 
NEEDEO A MANS WELL, 
MAYBE TOMORROW.’ 
B-8U7 IZ WIGHT COLO 

FORGET ABOUT THAT 

(00L. ANDO THE CURSE! 
EVEN (F THERE AIN'T 
ANY SUCH THING / HMMA 
WONDER HOW HE KNEW L, 


-\ . 


WHAT AILS 
g THE AMERICANS, 


3 E 
FOREIGNERS 
ARE MAD! 


SOMETHING 
TERRIBLE— 
BUT WHAT ¥ 


OWLY THEN COES STEVE REALIZE 
THAT ONLY NE SEES THE RAT; 


< OWWWWW— comiNG 
AFTER ME! AND THEY 
A CAN'T SEE IT, 

DON'T BELIEVE ME: AND 


THEY 


THE PRIEST —(GROAW) — SAIC, 
iT WOULD FOLLOW ME FOR 
THE R-REST OF My LIFE! 


YEEEE — I'LL GO 
c-CRAZY! 


SoMmEWOW STEVE FINDS H/M: HELP ME, FOR THE LOVE OF 


AT THE TEMPLE AGA/ HEAVEN! THE RAT— AFTER © \S7RA/ 
ME! D-OON'T LET IT GET ME! /4? 
VE GOT TO SEE THAT /OOL,} NOT THAT, I BEG YOU! IF 
THE PRIESTS, YOU WON'T HELP ME, THEN / 5U7 


HW 3EG FOR reacr: JRL Me! KILL ME NOW, 


(LL MAKE THEM YTHIS MINUTE ! ANNNEEE 
KILL ME,’ ANY- K I'M GOING C- CRAZY! 
THING, ANY- << 
THING AT ALL 
/S 8-BETTER 

THAN THE RAT! 


HURRY, MAN! THE RAT IS 
AFTER ME! THEY SAID 4 
YOU WOULD G-GIVE ME SOMETHING To KEEP 
HIM AWAY! 


MomENTS LATER.. 


NOW. 
ABOUT 


ree 


Go 


“MAYBE UT RNC OWS 
THE PRAYER WHEEL 


YES! THIS PRAYER 
WHEEL } EACH TIME 
» YOU SPIN IT YOU 
SAY A THOUSAND 
PRAYERS! KEEP 
SPINNING IT ANO 
KONGI CANNOT 
wee HARM YOU! 


We REMEMBERS JUST IN TH MEAN SPINS 
THE PRAYER WHEEL... 


THEN HE LOOKS BEHIND HIM, ANO A CHiLL 
OF TERROR DARTS THROUGH HIM... 


(7 W-~WORKS/ OA, THANK 
(~ GOODNESS /7 WORKS! ¥ 


THE RAT — F-FADING, 
(T'S THE RAT! 4 x mx GOING! AS & 


EEEEEAA I SPIN THIS WH 
VLL BE SALE! 


STEVE APPEALS TO THE Al 
CONSUL ANO /S SENT HO: 


AO BACK IN NEW YORK HE BECOMES 
4 FAMIL(AR SIGHT. z 


/F THEY 
OMLY KNEW! 
SUT I DON'T 
CARE —I 
HAVEN'T SEEV 
THE RAT GOO 
SINCE "VE 
SEEN BACK 
WV THE 


THEY THINK 1M CRAZY, BUT 
LET THEM! AS LONG AS I 
KEEP SPINNING THIS THING, 
< CAN'T SEE THE RAT/ ANO 
VM GOING TO SP/V 
/T THE REST OF 
MY LIE / 
> 


''VE SEEN NUTS 
IN MY TIME, BUT 


I WONDER 
WHY HE SPINS 
THAT GADGET 


THEN ove DAY THE (NEVITABLE 
HAPPENS... 


HEY! LOOK 
OUT, YOU 
FOOL! 


MAYBE I LEFT THE 
RAT ON THE OTHER 
SIDE! I HOPE THAT... 


HOURS LATER HE AWAKENS IN A 
STRANGE ROOM, 


HUH! WHERE— WHAT 
HAPPENEO 7 OH, I REMEMBER 
NOW! 8-BUT WHERE |S my 

PRAYER WHEEL ? DON'T THEY 
KNOW I MUST HAVE THAT? 
NURSE! HELP, NURSE! 


SOMEONE COMINGS NOW, 


THANK GOOONESS/ THEY COME IN, 
MUST HAVE THE PRAYER \ NURSE! 
WHEEL WITH MY OTHER 'VE GOT 

THINGS, TO... 
= 


THERE 15 ONLY TIME FOR 
ONE LAST SCREAM... 


$50. You DONT BELIEVE 

1N GHOSTS 2? WELL, NEITHER 
00.A LOT OF OTHER PEOPLE! 
PAUL REYNARD WAS A NON- 
BELIEVER... UNTIL HE MET... 


MON DIEU! THOSE 
LITTLE CROOKS 
WILL BE THE 
DEATH OF ME 
YET ! THEY ARE 
WORSE THAN 
LES BOCHES ! 


No 
IME FOR THE Y T THINK THI 
TNS FAR THE YZ. Ose Ie | 


| STEALING THROLIGH THE POLICE LINES, THE BOYS WAIT, THEY'RE HERE TO THE SHosr o ET You | 
, STOP PEOPLE LiKE | SHOULO BE | TWO,,,ANO | 
MY PAPA SAYS BAH! YOUR THEN HOW COME YOU FROM GETTING ERE ANY 
TO STAY AWAY PAPA ISA BIG THE POLICE ARE FRIGHTENED / iF IT BECONO YS 7 

ATHE ALLEY | FCO! BELIEVE HERE 7 IF You'RE WERE REALLY 
WHEN THE Clock | THAT THE GHOST $0 SMART, FALL TRUE, WHERE |S + 

ia REALLY ExiSTS! ANSWER THAT! yYouR GHOST? 

IT'S EIGHT 
OCLocK 


ALREADY 


THERE! DID) NONSENSE! \ BUT LHIT 
YOUSEE  } YoU DIDN'T. } HIM, 700! 
THAT ONE / EVEN COME / THEY, GO 


LIVES IN THAT HOUS| EVERY NIGHT AT 
THROW THINGS AT EIGHT THE GHOST 
HIM ANO WE'LL SEE 
\F IT'S A GHOST! 


BAH! IT'S JUST AN JUST AS THE >) 
OLO DRUNK WHO .! LEGEND SAYS 


WILL APPEAR AND 
WALK THE RUE 
OE MORTE ! 


AND IF HE Ea) PROBABLY 
AS NoTHINigs | A sHosT HOW _/sreppED INTO 


Ee es 
€ x ‘AC me pe erg SORGET 
DOES HE DO NOTHING ! WALL 
BS cok He send 
iN’ OWN TI u Ni 
AN ALLEY od MONSIELR LA 
ROIS! I'M 


LOCK! HMM -- 

QUICKLY, AND AS 1S HE GHOST OF 
THE WAY W/TH <p = 

MOST CHILDHOOD AND HERE'S WHERE / é N 
FRIENOSHIPS, THE ~~ WE USED TO STEAL ¥/ IF THAT STORY WAS TRUE...BUT 
TRIO SPLIT UP S COOKIES FROM :) THERE'S NO TIME LIKE THE 


De YEARS PASSED 1 


AND WENT THEIR’ MONSIEUR LA FROID. 
SEPARATE ways! } ~ AH! THOSE WERE THE 
REALIZING THAT wy, GOOD OLD DAYS. 
HIG CHANCES FOR f 
SUCCESS WERE 
LIMITEO IN THE 
SLUMS, PAUL 
REYNARD TURNED 
TO THE OTHER. 
PARTS OF THE CITY! 
FATE WAS GooD 
TO PAUL AND THE 
RUFFIAN FROM THE 
SLUMS CHANGED 
(NTO A SUCCESSFUL, 
DYOUNG BUSINESS 
MAN! 


PRESENT To FIND OUT! 


PLACE HASN'T CHANGED MUCH...A LITTLE 
OIRTIER... THERE'S THAT DOORWAY...WELL, 
TLL STICK AROUND 'TIL EIGHT ANO GET HIM, JEAN... 
wey SEE WHAT HAPPENS / / HE LOOKS LIKE HE'S 

w - in CARRYING PLENTY, 


WITH US... 
OF FRANCS! HA 
= a HIT HIM! 


ye ete setae rot eae REYNARD/ 
, WWLIPE! NO HE H, ECOGNIZED THERE! THAT TAK 
THE WALLET MY TWO US! HE'LL REPORT US / CARE OF HIM-- HE 
1S FULL! OLD THERE'S ONLY ONE WAY 
FRIENDS! / TO MAKE SURE HE 
DOESN'T / LIKE 


a 
Y HOW LONG HAVE I BEEN LYING. EIGHT O'CLOCK--- TIME FOR THE GHOST! 
HERE? IT SEEMS LIKE HOURS... VOW /S THE INCE TO SEE IF THERE 
ANDO WHY CAN'T I GET UP ?-- 5S SUCH A THING.../F HE_REALLY 

L CAN'T RAISE MYSELF ! EXISTS, HE CAN HELP ME / 


tl nl 


MN 


THERE HE (S!HELP HERE, LET ME )/ OH, THANK YOU... THANK 
ME! HELP/ DON'T HELP You! YOU! I KNEW YOU'D HELP 


YOu SEE ME? 


NOW I KNOW YOU'RE A) LIKE YoU? YES... THAT'S ME/ BUT (Tr 6 , 

FAKE .THERE IS NO y suppose saN eur) CANT BET HERE PRON PW GHOST OF THE | 
LONGSIDE You 4 

GHOST OF RUE DE Ae SOU MEA cl ace you! RUE DE MORTE P 

MORTE! WHEN YOU fy K 

HELPED ME ‘TO MY | 

FEET 1 FELT You 

WERE JUST 


DEVS FIDDLE 


@uT OF THE DEPTHS OF EVIL OFTTIMES 
COME STRANGE FORCES THAT DRIVE Fi 
MEN ONWARDS TO THE er gyi 

OF 


ty, 2 
THIS WAS 


E DION 1 
HE WAS: BARGAINING FoR WHEN HE 
OFFERED HIS LIFE AND SOUL TO OWN 
A STRADIVARIUS... 


FoR 
HEAVEN'S SAKE 
ICO! STOP 
YING THAT 
ACCURSED 
VIOLIN | 


NAY 
a Wrico ANTONIO ANO HIS ACSCOMPANIST, GIOVANNI 
NH) MONT! HAD JUST COMPLETED A SCHEDULED 
CONCERT IN A SMAL! WN IN ITALY! ATTENDANCE 
WAS vert POOR... AS IT ALWAYS SEEMED To BE 
LATELY.. 


(t Aye ald 
DON'T BOTHER COMING BACK PLAY FoR 
THIS WAY NEXT YEAR oie 2 THis 
MR. ney 


\ 


' F 
Bno \T LAST THEY REACHED 
A DESERTED COTTAGE. 


LY THAD A 
DIVARIUS, THE 
WORLD WOULD HEAR 


< MUSIC IT HAD NEVER 
HEARD BEFORE! 


Who WOULD EVER DREAM THAT THE TWO MEN WERE ABOUT TO 
THE OROPPING OF A COIN INTO GO INTO 7 NN WHEN THE 2 
A CUP WOULD BE A PRELUDE To BEGGAR SPOKE Wor 
HORROR... BUT IT WA “ El 


HERE'S A COIN, OLD MAN.. 
YOU HAVE ABOUT AS LARGE 


WH- WHAT ? 
H-HOW DID 


[aaa 4 


"I. 


SSHE OLD BEGGAR LED THEM BACK THROUGH 
DARK, WINDING STREETS.,,EACH STEP FILLED 
MONTI'6 HEART WITH INCREASING FEAR... 


ULRICO,.. THERE'S 


DON'T BEA FOOL! 
SOMETHING.,. SOME MAYBE HE DOES 
THING STRANGE KNOW WHERE TOGET 
ABOUT THIS/LETS / ASTRADIVARIUS | 


TURN BACK | |F NOT...WHAT. 
HARM |S DONE? 


Ike INSIDE THE COTTAGE SEEMED TO BEAR DOWN 
SHAR Nee MEN WITH AN OPPRESSIVENESS AS /F- 

THEY WERE AT THE BOTTOM OF A GRAVE! iN THAT 
INSTANT. EVEN ANTONIO WOULD HAVE TURNED AND 
LEFT, EXCEPT FOR ONE THING... 


I THINK MAYBE WAIT! LET ME SHOW: 
i ; YOU WHAT YOU HAVE 
WEIDABETIES. COME TO SEE! 


IT 8 A STRAD 
HOSE MY S 
KNOW ‘) SOUL 
TO < 


SOUNDS TH. 
E AND AS 


STAY 
AWAY_FROM 


BEAUTIFUL! 


WHERE |S TH 
YOU WERE 
ABOLT 


DON'T UNDER: Y 
SRGNT HERE! & 
Wr HER 
Ss E 
ENN 


DREAR OF THE UNKNOWN GRIPPED 
OF TWO MEN AS THEY RU 
Awl eae FROM 


( WHAT'S THE, ay ) (auick. THE) 


TROUBLE 7 OLD MAN. 
THE TR Sas. ) 
COTTAGE 
et 


a COTTAGE, 7 


THE COTTAGE HAD DISAPPEARED...AS THOUGH FT 
THAD NEVER EXISTEO/ ANO MONTI FOUND HE ‘pe 
LONGER HOLD THE HORRIBLE THOUGHT WITHIN. 


i 4 1S 
{YOU TWO MEN MUST'VE HAD A LITTLE T00\ 
| MUCH TO DRINK ! THERE NEVER WAS 
BEGGAR ON THIS STREET, AND... R 
A BURNING COTTAGE.,,YOU CAN SEE 
FOR YOURSELF. — 


ANTONIO. L OON'T CARE/I HAVE 
THE OLO ‘BEGGAR, Sou iS THE ANSWERS NOW! DO 
Sal o%0 u Would Gi ye < YOU UNDERSTAND. 
YOUR SOUL FOR TH WHAT THAT MEAN 
STRACIVARIUS WHAT.)o See ees 

FHE WERE. THE... ‘ 
DEVIL HIMSEL 


NTONIO. ga th ay (0 MORE AND THAT NIGHT THEY 
IRDED A TR: GNAWING FEAR OF TERROR YET 
TO COME bene ON MONTI'S MINO.. 6 


oe WON'T YOU GIVE UP THIS MAD NO, MY FRIEND, IT'S 
I DON'T ) / LKNOW THE SECRET of) IDEA BEFORE IT'S TOOLATE? ) BETTER THAT YOU 


KNOW x GETTING A STRADIVARIUS! s) OR... AT LEAST WON'T YOU DON'T KNOW! 


WHAT. IT MUST HAVE BEEN Pouse? TELL ME WHAT YOu ARE 
YOU'RE INTO MY BRAIN WHILE PLANNING TC 007 
FANG WAS PLAYING wie Becaags re id : 


. ONCE THEY LEFT THE TRAIN THEY \ 
FOR HOUR AFTER HOUR 


L cee s 

‘ HERE IT 1S...TUST AS IT WAS 

How PRE eothe rs SUPPOSED TO BE! HELP ME 

ARE GOING? ERS: CARRY IT OUT INTO THE 
— > MOONLIGHT, 


Bur ANTONIO WAS BEYOND THE POWER OF ANY. 
ARGUMENT AND THE TWO MEN CARRIED THER GRISLY G 

BURDEN OUT OF THE CASTLE AND INTO THE OPEN: N L F ico 
WHERE THE FULL LIGHT OF THE MOON WAS ABLE \ APPEARING ON 
TO SHINE DOWN LIPON IT! THEN, ANTONIO PICKED S ITS BONES / 
UP HIS VIOLIN AND BEGAN TO PLAY. «+ 


THAT MUSIC, ULRICO.. "LOOK AT THE 
IT SOUNDS EVIL’ _/ SKELETON AND 
(OU'LL SEE HOW 
EVIL IT Is! 


ANo THEN AT LasT.. | 


FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE 
ULRICO! STOP PLAYING 


JOIN NOW! age s ae MONSTER FAN CLUB 


ny) 


| q 
w q 7 
Y 
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/ 
i 


“OMe al Club Bulletin showing tet Mor ate ene 
complete with pictur ind s 


etree "BL INOS! 
MONSTER me} MONSTER FAN CLUB, Dept. m.7 
Vi 
pictu id benefits, Enclosed is my registration of $1.00. 


Terrifying life like reproductions of movie monsters. 
They're ghastly! They're frightening! 


YORRY... be the (tier 


me 


HE SI OI 


ULRICO! 
NG 


\ oN 


MUST GO,.. A 


\ 


Ny 


ANTONIO STOOD AT THAT ONE SPOT {-YOL CAN? OH... 11D GIVE 


PLAYING HIS VIOLIN, UNTIL ANYTHING I 


7 You PLAY \/ THATS BECAUSE I 


V 


